Zion Lutheran Church, 15 S. 4" Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110
www.zionharrisburg.org / office@zionharrisburg.org / 717-234-4064
WOW (Worship On Wednesday) 12:10pm - Service of the Word
July 24 — August 14, 2024; WOW Mini — Series on Ephesians
JULY 31, 2024

Welcome & Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

L: In joy and thanksgiving, we begin our worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son +,
and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.

L: I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
C: I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. (Psalm 146:2)

L: Let us confess our sins, trusting that God is faithful and just will hear us and grant us
forgiveness.

(Silence for self-reflection and examination)
L: Eternal Father,

C: We come before you recognizing that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We
have failed to follow your commandments and have done what we know is contrary to
your holy will. Forgive us, and grant us the joy of your saving presence again. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

L: In the name of God the Father, the Son, + and the Holy Spirit your sins are forgiven. Rejoice
and be glad! For the Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. C: Amen.

Greeting

L: May the grace of God our heavenly Father who laid the foundations of the world, the love of
the Son who is seated at the right hand of God in majesty, and the peace of the Holy Spirit which
surpasses all understanding, be with you all. C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray: Almighty God, pour out upon us your Holy Spirit that we might will, think, and
do that which is pleasing to you and live in holy obedience to your gracious will; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.
C: Amen.

Ephesians 2:11-22

1 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by
what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 2 remember that you
were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. ® But now
in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of
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Christ. " For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his
flesh the dividing wall of hostility ' by abolishing the law of commandments expressed

in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making
peace, '® and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the
hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who
were near. ' For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. ' So then you are
no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God, 2* built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself
being the cornerstone, 2! in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy
temple in the Lord. 2> In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God
by the Spirit.

L: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
Homily

The Prayers

Show us your mercy, O Lord,

and grant us your salvation.

Clothe your ministers with righteousness.
Let your people sing with joy.

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world,

for only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care.

and guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Let your way be known upon the earth;

your saving health among all nations.

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten,

nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Create in us clean hearts, O God,

and sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Additional petitions offered...

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy,

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. C Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

L:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and reach us to pray:

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Benediction
L: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Dismissal
L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please join us for lunch in Fellowship Hall directly after the worship service.

SERVICE NOTES:
WOW welcomes Rev. Keith Eslinger who is serving as supply preacher and worship
leader while Pastor Karin in on vacation.

Minister of Technology: Catherine Germann
Coordination of Service & Lunch Fellowship: Eileen Marks
Security: Bob Haas

Scripture readings are English Standard Version.

This 4 Week Series on Ephesians is from the Narrative Lectionary resource from Working
Preacher associated with Luther Seminary.
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/narrative-lectionary/preaching-series-on-
ephesians/commentary-on-ephesians-11-14-211-22-41-16-610-20

The narrative lectionary sermon series on Ephesians does not actually include what are probably
the letter’s best-known verses, though one imagines it might not be difficult to find at least one
occasion during a month of sermons to cite them!

They offer the content of the letter in miniature:

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God — not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life
(Eph. 2:8-10).

Notice the emphasis on grace, on creation and redemption as of a single piece, on good works
as a way of life, and on God’s planning of all these things before any of the recipients of grace
came on the scene. These themes surface again and again in the letter. The four readings for the
month tell this story:

1. Ephesians 1:1-14 — God was planning something big before we knew it.


https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/narrative-lectionary/preaching-series-on-ephesians/commentary-on-ephesians-11-14-211-22-41-16-610-20
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/narrative-lectionary/preaching-series-on-ephesians/commentary-on-ephesians-11-14-211-22-41-16-610-20

2. Ephesians 2:1-22 — The plan of God was necessary because of the estrangement
humanity knew from God and one another, divisions broken down by Christ.

3. Ephesians 4:1-16 — The plan of God has implications not just for past estrangement but
present and future growing up into Christ.

4. Ephesians 6:10-20 — In the present, God continues to make provision for us in the still-
contested arena of human life.

SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS:
“Table Talk” at Appalachian Brewing Company (ABC), Harrisburg
August 13, from 5:30-7:00pm
Martin Luther enjoyed faithful and fun conversation over food and drinks. Join Pastor Karin,
Todd, and Sam for informal conversation relating Christian faith to everyday topics.
Participants are responsible for the purchasing of their food and drinks. [in-person only]

Weekly Schedule
Sunday (Communion on 1% and 3" Sundays and Festivals)
9:00am Sunday School (in-person only)
9:45am Fellowship (in-person only)

10:15am Waorship Service (in-person & online)
VALIDATED PARKING FOR CHESTNUT STREET GARAGE IS AVAILABLE ON SUNDAYS.

Wednesday (Communion on the 1% Wednesday)

12:10pm WOW, Worship On Wednesday (in-person & online)

12:35pm Lunch Fellowship (in-person only)

NOTES ON DETAILS, INCLUDING PARKING, for 12:10pm WOW Services: Bulletin
documents, Zoom link, and YouTube Live streaming instructions will be available at Zion’s
website: www.zionharrisburg.org There is very limited free parking on site. Parking on the
street is actively enforced at this time of day, if you park on the street, please plan to pay for
parking.

Weekly Schedule & Zoom/YouTube InformationThe Meeting ID and Passcode to attend our
weekly online worship services on Zoom is listed are available on the church website. We also
broadcast worship on our YouTube channel using YouTube Live.
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