Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Sunrise)

April 12, 2020

Prayer of the Day
O God, for our redemption you gave your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to suffer death on the
cross, and by his glorious resurrection have delivered us from the power of the enemy. Grant us
so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him who died and rose again for us. Grant
this, we pray, through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 14:10-15:1
10

When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians
were marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the Lord.
11
They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to
die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 12Is not this what
we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13And Moses said to the
people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you
today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14The Lord will fight
for you, and you have only to be silent.” 15The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell
the people of Israel to go forward. 16Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and
divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. 17And I will harden the
hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and
all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord,
when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” 19Then the angel of God
who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud
moved from before them and stood behind them, 20coming between the host of Egypt and the
host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the night without one
coming near the other all night. 21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord
drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were
divided. 22And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being
a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued and went in after
them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24And in the
morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and
threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 25clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily.
And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the Lord fights for them against the
Egyptians.” 26Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water
may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27So Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning
appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the Lord threw the Egyptians into the midst of the
sea. 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh
that had followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. 29But the people of Israel walked
on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their
left. 30Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the

Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31Israel saw the great power that the Lord used against the
Egyptians, so the people feared the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.
Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord, saying, “I will sing to the Lord,
for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.”
1

Psalm 118:15-29
15

There is a sound of exulta- | tion and victory*
in the tents | of the righteous:
16
“The right hand of the | Lord has triumphed!*
the right hand of the Lord is exalted! the right hand of the | Lord has triumphed!”
17
I shall not | die, but live,*
and declare the works | of the Lord.
18
The Lord has pun- | ished me sorely,*
but he did not hand me | over to death.
19
Open for me the | gates of righteousness;*
I will enter them; I will offer thanks | to the Lord.
20
“This is the gate | of the Lord;*
he who is | righteous may enter.”
21
I will give thanks to you, for you | answered me*
and have become | my salvation.
22
The same stone which the build- | ers rejected*
has become the chief | cornerstone.
23
This is | the Lord’s doing,*
and it is marvelous | in our eyes.
24
On this day the | Lord has acted;*
we will rejoice and be | glad in it.
25
Hosannah, | Lord, hosannah!*
Lord, send us | now success.
26
Blessed is he who comes in the name | of the Lord;*
we bless you from the house | of the Lord.
27
God is the Lord; he has | shined upon us;*
form a procession with branches up to the horns | of the altar.
28
“You are my God, and | I will thank you;*
you are my God, and I | will exalt you.”
29
Give thanks to the Lord, for | he is good;*
his mercy en- | dures forever.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
1

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in
which you stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to
you — unless you believed in vain. 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that
he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to
Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time,
most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then

to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the
least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.
10
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the
contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with
me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.

Gospel: John 20:1-18
1

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still
dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the
Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3So Peter went out with
the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4Both of them were running together,
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5And stooping to look in, he saw
the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and
went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7and the face cloth, which had been on
Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8Then the other
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they
did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples went back
to their homes. 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look
into the tomb. 12And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at
the head and one at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to
them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14Having
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus.
15
Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to
be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid
him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in
Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have
not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to
the disciples, “I have seen the Lord” — and that he had said these things to her.
Lessons for Next Week:
Acts 5:29-42; Psalm 148; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31

Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Day)

April 12, 2020

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, you have overcome death through your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, and have
opened to us the gate of everlasting life. We humbly beseech you that as you put into our minds
good desires, so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43
Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36As for the word
that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you
yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism
that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. 39And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the third day
and made him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as
witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42And he commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living
and the dead. 43To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.”
34

Psalm 16
1

Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you;*
I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.”
2
All my delight is upon the godly that are | in the land,*
upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
3
But those who run after | other gods*
shall have their troubles | multiplied.
4
Their libations of blood I | will not offer,*
nor take the names of their gods up- | on my lips.
5
O Lord, you are my portion | and my cup;*
it is you who up- | hold my lot.
6
My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;*
indeed, I have a | goodly heritage.
7
I will bless the Lord who | gives me counsel;*
my heart teaches me, night | after night.
8
I have set the Lord al- | ways before me;*
because he is at my right hand I | shall not fall.

9

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices;*
my body also shall | rest in hope.
10
For you will not abandon me | to the grave,*
nor let your holy one | see the Pit.
11
You will show me the | path of life;*
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4
1

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.
3
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10
1

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the
Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4And for fear of him the guards trembled and
became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you
seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place
where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold,
he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8So they departed
quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9And behold, Jesus
met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him.
10
Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there
they will see me.”
Lessons for Next Week:
Acts 5:29-42; Psalm 148; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31

Second Sunday of Easter

April 19, 2020

Prayer of the Day
Help us, almighty God, that our joyful celebration of the resurrection feast may be reflected in
our daily work and conversation. Grant this, we pray, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 5:29-42
Peter and the apostles answered {the high priest and the council}, “We must obey God rather
than men. 30The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree.
31
God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and
forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God
has given to those who obey him.” 33When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill
them. 34But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all
the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35And he said to
them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36For before these days
Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined
him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37After him
Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him.
He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38So in the present case I tell you,
keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it
will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found
opposing God!” So they took his advice, 40and when they had called in the apostles, they beat
them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41Then they left the
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name.
42
And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and
preaching that the Christ is Jesus.
29

Psalm 148
1

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord | from the heavens;*
praise him | in the heights.
2
Praise him, all you an- | gels of his;*
praise him, | all his host.
3
Praise him, | sun and moon;*
praise him, all you | shining stars.
4
Praise him, heav- | en of heavens,*
and you waters a- | bove the heavens.
5
Let them praise the name | of the LORD;*
for he commanded, and they | were created.
6
He made them stand fast forev- | er and ever;*

he gave them a law which shall not | pass away.
Praise the Lord | from the earth,*
you sea monsters | and all deeps;
8
Fire and hail, | snow and fog,*
tempestuous wind, do- | ing his will;
9
Mountains | and all hills,*
fruit trees | and all cedars;
10
Wild beasts | and all cattle,*
creeping things and | winged birds;
11
Kings of the earth | and all peoples,*
princes and all rulers | of the world;
12
Young | men and maidens,*
old and | young together.
13
Let them praise the name | of the Lord,*
for his name only is exalted, his splendor is over | earth and heaven.
14
He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his | loyal servants,*
the children of Israel, a people who are near him. | Hallelujah!
7

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9
3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,
5
who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the
last time. 6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved
by various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of your faith — more precious than gold that
perishes though it is tested by fire — may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the
revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not
now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,
9
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Gospel: John 20:19-31
19

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples
were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were
glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 24Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the
Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger
into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 26Eight days
later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side.
Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to

him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are
not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
Lessons for Next Week:
Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-16; 1 Peter 1:17-25; Luke 24:13-35

Third Sunday of Easter

April 26, 2020

Prayer of the Day
O God, by the humiliation of your Son, you raised up this fallen world. Teach us whom you have
rescued from endless death to have the fullness of eternal joy, through the same Jesus Christ,
your Son, our Lord. For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41
14a

Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them:

“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and
Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 37Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart,
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38And Peter said to
them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you and for
your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”
40
And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save
yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41So those who received his word were baptized, and
there were added that day about three thousand souls.
36

Psalm 116:1-14*
1

I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my | supplication,*
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I | called upon him.
2
The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took | hold of me;*
I came to | grief and sorrow.
3
Then I called upon the name | of the Lord:*
“O Lord, I pray you, | save my life.”
4
Gracious is the | Lord and righteous;*
our God is full | of compassion.
5
The Lord watches | over the innocent;*
I was brought very low, | and he helped me.
6
Turn again to your rest, | O my soul,*
for the Lord has treat- | ed you well.
7
For you have rescued my | life from death,*
my eyes from tears, and my | feet from stumbling.
8
I will walk in the presence | of the Lord *
in the land | of the living.
9
I believed, even when I said, “I have been brought | very low.”*
In my distress I said, “No one | can be trusted.”
10
How shall I re- | pay the Lord *
for all the good things he has | done for me?

11

I will lift up the cup | of salvation*
and call upon the name | of the Lord.
12
I will fulfill my vows | to the Lord *
in the presence of | all his people.
13
Precious in the sight | of the Lord *
is the death | of his servants.
14
O Lord, I | am your servant;*
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; you have freed me | from my bonds.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-25
If you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct
yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18knowing that you were ransomed from
the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold,
19
but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20He was
foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the
sake of you 21who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 22Having purified your souls by your obedience to
the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23since you
have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding
word of God; 24for “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass
withers, and the flower falls, 25but the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the
good news that was preached to you.
17

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35
That very day two of {Jesus’ followers} were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, 14and they were talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. 15While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went
with them. 16But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, “What is this
conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking
sad. 18Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem
who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19And he said to them,
“What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and rulers
delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was
the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things
happened. 22Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in
the morning, 23and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even
seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the
tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25And he said to them,
“O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Was it not
necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27And beginning
with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning himself. 28So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if
he were going farther, 29but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward
evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at table
13

with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31And their eyes were
opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other,
“Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the
Scriptures?” 33And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the
eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34saying, “The Lord has risen indeed,
and has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was
known to them in the breaking of the bread.
Lessons for Next Week:
Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10
* — Some psalms within the Book of Common Prayer psalter, which the Sola lectionary uses,
are numbered differently than the psalms in the psalter of the English Standard Version Bible, on
which the lectionary calendar is based. Today’s reading ends at verse 14; the equivalent ESV
reading ends at verse 16.

Fourth Sunday of Easter

May 3, 2020

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, you show those in error the light of your truth that they may return into the way
of righteousness. Grant to all that are admitted into fellowship with Christ the power to avoid all
things that are contrary to the faith and to follow you according to the will of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47
{The believers} devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and
signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were together and had all
things in common. 45And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking
bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were
being saved.
42

Psalm 23
1

The Lord | is my shepherd;*
I shall not | be in want.
2
He makes me lie down | in green pastures*
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3
He re- | vives my soul*
and guides me along right pathways | for his name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;*
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
5
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who | trouble me;*
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,*
and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25
19

For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering
unjustly. 20For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when
you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21For to this
you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you
might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23When
he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued

entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree,
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For
you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Gospel: John 10:1-10
{Jesus said to the Jews,} “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the
door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the
door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and
he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he
goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5A stranger they will not
follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6This figure of
speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 7So Jesus
again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8All who came before
me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the door. If anyone enters
by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”
1

Lessons for Next Week:
Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60; Psalm 146; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14

Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 10, 2020

Prayer of the Day
O God, you make the minds of the faithful to be of one will. Grant that your people would love
what you command and desire what you promise, that, among the manifold changes of this
world, our hearts may be fixed where true joys are to be found; through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60
1

Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists
arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution.
2
And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we
should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out from
among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to
this duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5And what
they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the
Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a
proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on
them. 7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 8And Stephen,
full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 9Then some of
those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians,
and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen.
2a

And Stephen said:

“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit.
As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they
killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now
betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”
54
Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55But
he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.” 57But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears
and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the
witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59And as they were
stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his knees he
cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this,
he fell asleep.
51

Psalm 146
1

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, | O my soul!*

I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being.
Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any | child of earth,*
for there is no | help in them.
3
When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth,*
and in that day | their thoughts perish.
4
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help!*
whose hope is in the | Lord their God;
5
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;*
who keeps his prom- | ise forever;
6
Who gives justice to those who | are oppressed,*
and food to | those who hunger.
7
The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes | of the blind;*
the Lord lifts up those who | are bowed down;
8
The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares | for the stranger;*
he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked.
9
The Lord shall | reign forever,*
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!
2

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10
2

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation
— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected
by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a
cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7So the
honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They
stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy.

Gospel: John 14:1-14
{Jesus said,} “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a
place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to
myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am going.”
5
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”
6
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. 7If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do
know him and have seen him.” 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough
for us.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak
1

on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in
the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 12Truly,
truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works
than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I
will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I will
do it.”
Lessons for Next Week:
Acts 17:16-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21

Sixth Sunday of Easter

May 17, 2020

Prayer of the Day
O God, all good things can come from you alone; generously consider then our humble prayers.
Inspire us to consider what is true, and direct us to accomplish what is right; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord. He lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 17:16-31
16

Now while Paul was waiting for {Silas and Timothy} at Athens, his spirit was provoked within
him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 17So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and
the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there.
18
Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What
does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities” —
because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 19And they took him and brought him to the
Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20For you
bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things mean.”
21
Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing
except telling or hearing something new. 22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said:
“Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I passed along and
observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown
god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the
world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by
man, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to
all mankind life and breath and everything. 26And he made from one man every nation of
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the
boundaries of their dwelling place, 27that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way
toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28for ‘In him we live and
move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are indeed his
offspring.’ 29Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold
or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30The times of ignorance
God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a
day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of
this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

Psalm 66:7-18*
7

Bless our | God, you peoples;*
make the voice of his praise | to be heard;
8
Who holds our | souls in life,*
and will not allow our | feet to slip.

9

For you, O | God, have proved us;*
you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried.
10
You brought us in- | to the snare;*
you laid heavy burdens up- | on our backs.
11
You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through | fire and water;*
but you brought us out into a place | of refreshment.
12
I will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay | you my vows,*
which I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I | was in trouble.
13
I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the | smoke of rams;*
I will give you ox- | en and goats.
14
Come and listen, all you | who fear God,*
and I will tell you what he has | done for me.
15
I called out to him | with my mouth,*
and his praise was | on my tongue.
16
If I had found evil | in my heart,*
the Lord would | not have heard me;
17
But in truth | God has heard me;*
he has attended to the voice | of my prayer.
18
Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my prayer,*
nor withheld his | love from me.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22
13

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But even if you should
suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but in
your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,
16
having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good
behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should
be God’s will, than for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the
spirit, 19in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because they formerly did not
obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in
which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to
God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven
and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to
him.

Gospel: John 14:15-21
{Jesus said,} “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells
with you and will be in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little
while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.
20
In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21Whoever has
15

my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved
by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”
Lessons for Next Week:
Acts 1:12-26; Psalm 68:1-10; 1 Peter 4:12-19, 5:6-11; John 17:1-11
* — Some psalms within the Book of Common Prayer psalter, which the Sola lectionary uses,
are numbered differently than the psalms in the psalter of the English Standard Version Bible, on
which the lectionary calendar is based. To account for this difference, today’s psalm reading
begins at verse 7 (the ESV reading will begin at verse 8) and ends at verse 18 (the ESV reading
will end at verse 20.)

Ascension of Our Lord

May 21, 2020

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, we believe that your Son, Jesus Christ, has ascended into the heavens to sit at
your right hand. Grant that our hearts and minds may be directed there, as well, to dwell in him
each day, through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11
1

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2until the
day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. 3He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4And while staying
with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the
Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6So when they had come together, they
asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not
for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said
these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
10
And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white
robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Psalm 47
1

Clap your hands, | all you peoples;*
shout to God with a | cry of joy.
2
For the Lord Most High is | to be feared;*
he is the great king over | all the earth.
3
He subdues the | peoples under us,*
and the nations un- | der our feet.
4
He chooses our inheri- | tance for us,*
the pride of Jacob | whom he loves.
5
God has gone up | with a shout,*
the Lord with the sound | of the ram’s horn.
6
Sing praises to | God, sing praises;*
sing praises to our | king, sing praises.
7
For God is king of | all the earth;*
sing praises with | all your skill.

8

God reigns o- | ver the nations;*
God sits upon his | holy throne.
9
The nobles of the peoples have gath- | ered together*
with the people of the | God of Abraham.
10
The rulers of the earth be- | long to God,*
and he is high- | ly exalted.

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23
15

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all
the saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of
revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
in the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe,
according to the working of his great might 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him from
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority
and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in
the one to come. 22And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the
church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Gospel: Luke 24:44-53
Then {Jesus} said to {his disciples}, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that
repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of
my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 50And
he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51While he blessed
them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing God.
44

Seventh Sunday of Easter

May 24, 2020

Prayer of the Day
O King of Glory and Lord of countless angels, in triumph you ascended to the highest heaven.
Abandon us not to be orphans, but keep your Father’s promise to send your Spirit of truth. You
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 1:12-26
12

Then {the disciples} returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13And when they had entered, they went up to the
upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas
the son of James. 14All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with
the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 15In those days Peter stood up among
the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture had
to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas,
who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17For he was numbered among us and was
allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his
wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out.
19
And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their
own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, ‘May
his camp become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’; and ‘Let another take his
office.’ 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus
went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken
up from us — one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23And they
put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And they
prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have
chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to
his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered
with the eleven apostles.

Psalm 68:1-10
1

Let God arise, and let his ene- | mies be scattered;*
let those who hate him | flee before him.
2
Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives | it away;*
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the pres- | ence of God.
3
But let the righteous be glad and rejoice | before God;*
let them also be mer- | ry and joyful.
4
Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; exalt him who rides up- | on the heavens;*
Yahweh is his name, re- | joice before him!

5

Father of orphans, defend- | er of widows,*
God in his holy | habitation!
6
God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners | into freedom;*
but the rebels shall live | in dry places.
7
O God, when you went forth be- | fore your people,*
when you marched | through the wilderness,
8
The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,
at the presence of God, the | God of Sinai,*
at the presence of God, the | God of Israel.
9
You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon | your inheritance;*
you refreshed the land when | it was weary.
10
Your people found their | home in it;*
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision | for the poor.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11
12

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings,
that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14If you are insulted for the
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15But let
none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16Yet if anyone suffers
as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17For it is time for
judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for
those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will
become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 19Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will
entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.
6

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may
exalt you, 7casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8Be sober-minded; be
watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
9
Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced
by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10And after you have suffered a little while, the God
of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm,
strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Gospel: John 17:1-11
When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour
has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority
over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that
they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on
earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in
your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 6I have
manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and
you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything that you
have given me is from you. 8For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have
received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that
you sent me. 9I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have
1

given me, for they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in
them. 11And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are
one.”
Lessons for Next Week:
Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 25:1-15; Acts 2:1-21; John 7:37-39

