
Zion Lutheran Church, 15 S. 4th Street, Harrisburg, PA / www.zionharrisburg.org 
November 30, 2025, First Sunday in Advent 
10:15am Service of the Word 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
(During the prelude, you are invited to be in quiet prayer as we prepare to begin 
our worship of God. It can be an opportunity to pray for people and situations 
mentioned during the announcements; a time to prepare for confession and 
forgiveness; and/or a time to be in silence before the Lord.) 
 

Prelude   "My Lord, What a Morning" - H.T. Burleigh  
 
Please stand as able 
 

Invocation 
P  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen. 
 

Confession and Declaration of Grace 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our sin to  
    God, our Father, imploring him, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us  
    forgiveness. 
 

Silence for personal confession. 
 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C  Who made heaven and earth. 
P  I said I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 
C  And you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P  Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to you that  
    we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you in  
    thought, word, and deed.  Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy,  
    seeking and imploring your grace, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C  Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us.  Have mercy on  
    us, and for his sake grant us remission of all our sins.  By your Holy Spirit  
    increase in us true knowledge of you and of your will, and true obedience to  
    your word, so that by your grace we may come to everlasting life; through  
    Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



P  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,  
    forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,  
    and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your  
    sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C  Amen. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath: 

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”    Blue (WOV) #630, v. 1 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 

 
Advent Wreath Lighting Prayer on the 1st Sunday 
P  Let us pray: We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days  
    of preparation for Christ's advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath,  
    rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes  
    with all the saints and angels.  Enlighten us with your grace and prepare our  
    hearts to welcome him with joy.  Grant this through Christ our Lord whose  
    coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
C  Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn    Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates             Red 8 (tune 1) 

 
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates, 

Behold the King of glory waits! 
The King of kings is drawing near, 
The Saviour of the world is here. 

 
O blest the land, the city blest, 

Where Christ the Ruler is confessed! 
O happy hearts and happy homes 

To whom this King in triumph comes! 
 

Fling wide the portals of your heart, 
Make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for heaven’s employ, 
Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 



Redeemer, come! with us abide; 
Our hearts to thee we open wide, 

Let us thy inner presence feel, 
Thy grace and love in us reveal. 

 
Greeting 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the   

    Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C  And also with you. 

 

Kyrie            Green 57-58 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you.  
P  Let us pray: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come, that by your protection we  
    may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by your mighty  
    deliverance; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
    now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
 

Please be seated 

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5 

1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2It shall 
come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be 
established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 3and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, 
let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he 
may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between 
the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 5O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 122  

1I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 
2Our feet have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
3Jerusalem — built as a city that is bound firmly together, 
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was decreed for  
  Israel, to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 
5There thrones for judgment were set, the thrones of the house of  
  David. 
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! “May they be secure who love you! 
7Peace be within your walls and security within your towers!” 
8For my brothers and companions’ sake I will say, “Peace be within  
  you!” 
9For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your good. 

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14  

8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall 
not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, 
are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does 
no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 11Besides this you 
know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; the day is at 
hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 
13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 
Please stand as able 
 

 

 

 

 



Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

36{Jesus said,} “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 37For as were the days of Noah, so will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah 
entered the ark, 39and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all 
away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; 
one will be taken and one left. 41Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be 
taken and one left. 42Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming. 43But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what 
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 
have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son 
of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Doxology           Sun Sch 625 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him, above ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
Sermon 
 
Anthem “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” - Henry W. Baker, arr. N. Swain 

    Sydney Hoke, mezzo-soprano 
 
Please stand as able 
 

 
 
 



Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
 
The Prayers 
P  Let us pray for the Church, the world, and all people according to their needs. 

 

A brief silence for prayer 

 
After each portion of the prayers: 
P  Lord in your mercy,    
C  hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude: 

P  Into your hands, merciful Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in  

    your mercy; for the sake of your son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C  Amen. 

 



P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy  
    will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and  
    forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and  
    lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Benediction 
P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
    The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
    The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
    In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn                     Prepare the Way O Zion          Red 9 (vv. 1, 3, 4) 

 
Prepare the way, O Zion! Ye awful deeps, rise high; 

Sink low, ye lofty mountains, The Lord is drawing nigh; 
The righteous King of glory, Foretold in sacred story. 
O blest is He that came In God the Father’s Name. 

 
Fling wide your portals, Zion, And hail your glorious King; 

His tidings of salvation To every people bring, 
Who, waiting still in sadness, Would sing His praise in gladness. 

O blest is He that came In God the Father’s Name! 
 

The throne which He ascended Is fixed in heaven above; 
His everlasting kingdom Is light and joy and love; 

Let us his praise be sounding For grace and peace abounding. 
O blest is He that came In God the Father’s Name! 

 
 

Dismissal 

P  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
 



* On Service of the Word Sundays (2nd & 4th) following the Dismissal, those who 

wish to receive Holy Communion may come to the altar rail in front of the pulpit 

to receive the Sacrament.  

 

Sharing the Peace of Christ with one another following worship is encouraged. 

 

Offerings may be placed in the designated boxes at the bottom of each staircase 

in the main entry way. 

 
Serving in Worship Today: 
Presiding Worship Leader:    Pastor Karin Pejack 
Minister of Technology:    Catherine Germann 
AV on Site:      Bob Haas, John Cooper, Erica Jonas 
Minister of Music:     Norma Swain 
Vocalist:       Sydney Hoke 
Cantor & Responsive Reader:   Ricky Perrine 
Lector:       Mike Megoulas 
 

Next Week’s Readings: 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 

 
 
 

Announcements: Sunday, November 30, 1st Sunday in Advent 
Sunday School – 9:00am (in-person only) 

Fellowship Class: Teacher – Judy Atticks, meets in the St. Timothy Room, behind 
the kitchen. 

10:15am Worship Service 
 

Wednesday, December 3 
12:10pm Advent WOW Communion Service (Worship on Wednesday) 

Lunch fellowship afterwards 
 

Sunday, December 7, 2nd Sunday in Advent 
Sunday School – 9:00am (in-person only) 



Fellowship Class: Teacher – Judy Atticks, meets in the St. Timothy Room, behind 
the kitchen. 

10:15am Communion Service 
 

Monday, December 8 
6:30pm Zoom Council Meeting 

 
ADVENT Devotionals 

This year’s Advent devotional materials will be available for pick-up at church 
beginning on Wednesday, November 19. If you would like the devotional mailed 

to you, please communicate your request to the church office by email or 
voicemail. 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
Advent & Christmas CANTATA Sunday 

10:15am Worship on December 14 
Glory to the Newborn King! Celebrating the Light of Christmas 

Please join us for this beautiful musical celebration of the Savior’s birth featuring 
soloists, Zion’s Chancel Choir, and friends.  

  
Sunday, December 14, at 3pm 

Hummelstown Singers Christmas Concert 
 Members & friends of Zion sing with this wonderful group.  

At Hummelstown United Church of Christ 
104 E Main St, Hummelstown, PA 17036 

 
Weekly Schedule 

Sunday (Communion on 1st and 3rd Sundays and Festivals) 
9:00am Sunday School (in-person only) 

9:45am Fellowship (in-person only) 
10:15am Worship Service (in-person & online) 

VALIDATED PARKING FOR CHESTNUT STREET GARAGE IS AVAILABLE ON 
SUNDAYS.  

Validated parking is also available for the Lower Amtrak Lot – only on Sundays. 
Scan the QR Code and follow the prompts to enter your information. You will be 
asked to enter a credit card number. When you come into Zion, you can scan a 

validation code which will make the parking free.  



 
Wednesday (Communion on the 1st Wednesday) 

12:10pm WOW, Worship On Wednesday (in-person & online) 
12:35pm Lunch Fellowship (in-person only) 

DETAILS, INCLUDING PARKING, for 12:10pm WOW Services: 
Bulletin documents, Zoom link, and YouTube Live streaming instructions will be 

available at Zion’s website: www.zionharrisburg.org 
Please enter at the chapel doors on 4th Street. An outdoor sign will mark the 

appropriate doorway. There is very limited free parking on site.  Parking on the 
street is actively enforced at this time of day on a weekday, so please plan to pay 

for parking if you park on the street.   
 

Weekly Schedule & Zoom/YouTube Information 
The Meeting ID and Passcode to attend our weekly online worship services on 
Zoom is listed are available on the church website.  We also broadcast worship 

on our YouTube channel using YouTube Live. 
 
 
 


