
Zion Lutheran Church, Harrisburg, PA 

Service of the Word for Thanksgiving – A Resource for Home Devotions 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

  

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: In joy and thanksgiving we begin our worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son +, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

L: I will praise the Lord as long as I live;  

C: I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. (Psalm 146:2) 

L: Let us confess our sins, trusting that God is faithful and just and will hear us and grant us 

forgiveness. 

(Silence for personal confession) 

L: Eternal Father, 

C: We come before you recognizing that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We 

have failed to follow your commandments and have done what we know is contrary to your 

holy will. Forgive us, and grant us the joy of your saving presence again. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

L: In the name of God the Father, the Son, + and the Holy Spirit your sins are forgiven. Rejoice 

and be glad! For the Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

C: Amen. 

 

Greeting 

L: May the grace of God our heavenly Father who laid the foundations of the world, the love of 

the Son who is seated at the right hand of God in majesty, and the peace of the Holy Spirit which 

surpasses all understanding, be with you all.  

C: And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L:   Let us pray …  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new to us every morning, and you 

abundantly provide for all our wants of body and soul, though we have not deserved your 

goodness. Give us your Holy Spirit, that we may heartily acknowledge your merciful goodness 

toward us, give thanks for all your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. (Evangelical Lutheran Liturgy, 1894) 

C:  Amen. 

 

  



First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

1“When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance and have 

taken possession of it and live in it, 2you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, 

which you harvest from your land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a 

basket, and you shall go to the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name to 

dwell there. 3And you shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare 

today to the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our fathers to 

give us.’ 4Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before the altar of 

the LORD your God. 5And you shall make response before the LORD your God, ‘A wandering 

Aramean was my father. And he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and 

there he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. 6And the Egyptians treated us harshly and 

humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. 7Then we cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and 

the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8And the LORD 

brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great deeds of terror, 

with signs and wonders. 9And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing 

with milk and honey. 10And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O 

LORD, have given me.’ And you shall set it down before the LORD your God and worship before 

the LORD your God. 11And you shall rejoice in all the good that the LORD your God has given to 

you and to your house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner who is among you.” 

Psalm 100  

1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
2     Serve the LORD with gladness! 

    Come into his presence with singing! 
3 Know that the LORD, he is God! 

    It is he who made us, and we are his;  

    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

    and his courts with praise! 

    Give thanks to him; bless his name! 
5 For the LORD is good; 

    his steadfast love endures forever, 

    and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-9 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 

worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What you have learned and received and heard and 

seen in me — practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 



Gospel: Luke 17:11-19 

11 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12 And as he 

entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13 and lifted up their voices, 

saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14 When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show 

yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. 15 Then one of them, when he 

saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16 and he fell on his face at 

Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten 

cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God except 

this foreigner?” 19 And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 

 

Reading of the Hymn “We Plough the Fields & Scatter” - Matthias Claudius, pub.1782 

tr. by Jane M. Campbell, 1861 alt.  

 

1. We plow the fields and scatter 

The good seed on the land, 

But it is fed and watered 

By God’s almighty hand: 

He sends the snow in winter, 

The warmth to swell the grain, 

The breezes, and the sunshine, 

And soft, refreshing rain. 

o Refrain: 

All good gifts around us 

Are sent from heav’n above; 

Then thank the Lord, oh, thank the Lord, 

For all His love. 

2. He only is the Maker 

Of all things near and far; 

He paints the wayside flower, 

He lights the evening star; 

The winds and waves obey Him, 

By Him the birds are fed; 

Much more to us, His children, 

He gives our daily bread. 

3. We thank Thee then, O Father, 

For all things bright and good, 

The seedtime and the harvest, 

Our life, our health, our food; 

Accept the gifts we offer 

For all Thy love imparts, 

And what Thou most desirest— 

Our humble, thankful hearts. 

 

  

https://library.timelesstruths.org/music/_/Claudius_Matthias/?sortby=author
https://library.timelesstruths.org/music/_/Campbell_Jane_M/?sortby=author


Response to the Word 

L:   In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 

C:   We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit. 

       Ephesians 1:13-14 

L:   Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

C:   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 

into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Responsive Prayer of Thanksgiving 

L:   Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us: 

For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea, 

C:   We thank you, Lord. 

L:   For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends, 

C:   We thank you, Lord. 

L:   For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, 

C:   We thank you, Lord. 

L:   For health and strength to work, and time to rest and worship, 

C:   We thank you, Lord. 

L:   For all who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity, 

Time to pray for people by name, aloud or in silence 

C:   We thank you, Lord. 

L:   For all who earnestly seek after truth, and all who labor for justice, 

Time to pray for people by name, aloud or in silence 

C:   We thank you, Lord. 

L:   For all that is good and gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of  

Christ, 

Time to pray for people by name, aloud or in silence 

C:   We thank you, Lord. 

L:   For the communion of saints, in all times and places, 

Time to pray for people by name, aloud or in silence 

C:   We thank you, Lord. 

L:   Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ 

Jesus our Lord; 

To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, 

and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

L:  Let us pray with confidence the words our Savior gave us: 



C:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing & Dismissal 

L: In the name of the Father, the Son, + and the Holy Spirit, remember brothers and sisters, to 

show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. Instead, go 

into the world to share God’s love so that all will know his goodness and mercy. (James 2:1) 

C: Amen. 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 
 
Responsive Prayers adapted from: 
https://anglicancompass.com/thanksgiving-prayers/ 
 
Order of Worship: Permission granted for use by active SOWeR subscribers (Sola Publishing).  

 
 

https://anglicancompass.com/thanksgiving-prayers/

