January 9, 2022 Festival of the Baptism of Our Lord – ONLINE
Service of Word & Sacrament (Communion) Order of Worship
Prelude

“Shall We Gather At The River” - arr. Joseph Martin, freely adpt. by N Swain

Invocation
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Confession and Forgiveness
P
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C
Amen.
P
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for personal confession.
P
Most merciful God,
C
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen.

Gathering Hymn

“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”

Red 328 Verses 1,3,4

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, Great David’s greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression, To set the captive free,
To take away transgression, And rule in equity.
He comes with succor speedy To those who suffer wrong,
To help the poor and needy, And bid the weak be strong;
To give them songs for sighing, Their darkness turn to light,
Whose souls, condemned and dying, Were precious in his sight.
He shall come down like showers Upon the fruitful earth;
And love, joy, hope, like flowers, Spring in his path to birth;
Before him on the mountains Shall peace, the herald, go;
And righteousness in fountains From hill to valley flow. Amen.
Greeting
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
Kyrie
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
For peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, and for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen

Prayer of the Day
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Let us pray: Heavenly Father, in Jesus’ baptism you declared him to be your beloved Son
and set him apart as your agent of grace for your creation. May we who are baptized into his
life also be sent as agents of grace in your world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen
First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7
1

Now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not,
for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 2When you pass through the
waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk
through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3For I am the Lord
your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in
exchange for you. 4Because you are precious in my eyes, and honored, and I love you, I give men
in return for you, peoples in exchange for your life. 5Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your
offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you. 6I will say to the north, Give up, and
to the south, Do not withhold; bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of the
earth, 7everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and
made.”
Psalm 29 read responsively
1

Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness.
3
The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,
the LORD, over many waters.
4
The voice of the LORD is powerful;
the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.
5
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
6
He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf,
and Sirion like a young wild ox.
7
The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire.
8
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

9

The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth
and strips the forests bare,
and in his temple all cry, “Glory!”
10
The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forever.
11
May the LORD give strength to his people!
May the LORD bless his people with peace!
Second Reading: Romans 6:1-11
1

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How
can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we
too might walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we
shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was
crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would
no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he
died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Gospel: Luke 3:15-22
15

As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Christ, 16John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but
he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing
floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
18
So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19But Herod the
tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil
things that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison. 21Now
when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying,
the heavens were opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove;
and a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon
Sermon

Anthem

“Down to the River to Pray”
- arr. Sheldon Curry
Cellist: Christine Mann; Soloist: Catherine Germann, alto

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Prayers
P Let us pray for the Church, the world, and all people according to their needs.
A brief silence for prayer
After each portion of the prayers:
P Lord in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
P Into your hands, merciful Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; for the sake of your son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Eucharistic Prayer
P Blessed are you,
Lord of Heaven and earth.
In your mercy for our fallen world
you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in hm
should not perish,
but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation
you have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Sprit
into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord
with a living faith
as he comes to us
in his holy supper.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus
P In the night
in which he was betrayed
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks to it; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in remembrance of me.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

P This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed are they who are called
to his supper.
The Communion
All baptized persons who believe in the Real Presence of Christ in, with, and under the bread
and wine are welcome to the Table of the Lord.
For those continuing to fast from the sacrament, you are invited to pray the following prayer,
The Spiritual Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You in my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually in my heart.
I embrace You as if you were already there,
and I unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
(Saint Alphonsus Liguori)
Following the receiving of communion, the pastor will speak a blessing to those who do not yet
receive the sacrament.
Post Communion Blessing
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.
Post Communion Prayer
P Let us pray: Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in
him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.
C Amen.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Sending Hymn

“Children of the Heavenly Father” Red 572
Children of the heavenly Father Safely in his bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven Such a refuge e’er was given.

God his own doth tend and nourish, In his holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things he spares them, In his mighty arms he bears them.
Neither life nor death shall ever From the Lord his children sever;
Unto them his grace he showeth, And their sorrows all he knoweth.
Though he giveth and he taketh, God his children ne’er forsaketh,
His the loving purpose solely To preserve them pure and holy.

Dismissal
P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Lessons for Next Week
Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 128; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11

